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Make no little plans; they have no magic 
to stir men’s blood, and probably themselves 
will not be realized. Make big plans; aim 
high in hope and work. 

DaNIEL E. BURNHAM. 
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The fiscal year of the Mississippi Library Association begins at the 
close of the annual meeting. If you have not paid your dues for the 
year beginning November, 1944 send $1.00 personal dues and $2.50 
institutional dues to Miss Lucile Miller, West Point. It is necessary 
that we have 50 paid members to the MLA who are also members of the 
ALA in order to keep our representative on the ALA Council. 


The fiscal year of the American Library Association begins January 
1st. Send dues directly to ALA on the following salary scale: 


Salary Dues 

eR ES Ie ae ae ENN MOP E ES STE $2.00 annually 
PIII ‘ace -<scaimaincopidcnciediethcaniniednsasaiapaisnpeseendauecialinnseiiisensnselceiniia 3.00 annually 
EELS A Ae ae eee ss A ae eee ee NE 4.00 annually 
NE ee Sea ater ee ae Rone TR ee Nee eee en ed 5.00 annually 
II 65 Scnnstenicicasiensaiiiiiisisiciateduaadnineiesniaiig peti ecaiciain i 6.00 annually 
SL sc sca ech odscclecenctteunhdicapcche cesta eilbiceiasiadiiabdiil 8.00 annually 
5001-over 


Sig” “seuss dcieshetecoiiicesileg uc eke oben ilies a lio edhe cat ..10.00 annually 


A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO LIBRARIANS AND LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
From 


MRS. EUNICE ELEY, Secretary, State Library Commission 


Use the Library News 


This is your library news agency. The Library News, published 
in January, April, July and October by the State Library Commission is 
the medium for recording library activities in the state. Send us an 
account of your library service. Without being asked send in your bright 
ideas, short cuts, notice of increased appropriations, unusual. service 
or whatever you are doing of interest. This is good publicity and is 
important state news. 


Use the Library Commission Book Service 


The small library need never say, ‘“‘We don’t have it,’’ and let it 
go at that. Say, “We'll write to the Library Commission for it.’’ The 
Commission book collection is bought with the idea of supplementing and 
extending the service of the small library. The occasionally-wanted, 
the unusual, or the too-expensive-for-you-to-buy book may be here wait- 
ing your request. The person not in reach of a local library may get 
service by writing directly to the Commission. Let your clubs, schools, 
and individual readers know of this service provided by an appropriation 
from the state legislature. 


Library Buildings 


If you are planning a new or remodeled library building in the 
post war period you are urged to send an account of your plans and needs 
to the State Library Commission. This information has been requested 
by the Federal Relations Committee of the American Library Association 
and is important in presenting library building needs to the Federal 
Works Agency. It may result in loans and other assistance. You may 
send rough estimates of needs and costs. 

‘ 


Thanks 


For answering the questionnaire on ‘‘Books’’. The response has 
been good and the suggestions most helpful. 
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MESSAGE FROM MRS. ROBERT C. PITARD, JACKSON 


President, Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs 
New Member of Mississippi Library Commission 


Greetings to Mississippi librarians and all those who are carrying 
on the splendid library work in the state. The Federated Women’s Clubs 
of Mississippi heartily endorse the educational values of libraries and 
have been largely instrumental in the establishment of public libraries 
in the various towns and counties. 


The Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs looks forward to an 
enlarged program to be extended throughout the state to all not now 
within reach of a public library. We pledge our ccoperation in the 
development of Mississippi libraries. 





MEETING OF MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCLATION 
OCTOBER 19-20, 1944 


The annual meeting of the Mississippi Library Association was held 
in Jackson, October 19-20, with Headquarters at the Heidelberg Hotel. 
The theme of the meeting was “The library and the community” and 
the proposed program was presented to all interested persons through 
the excellent functioning of the Publicity Committee, the co-operation 
of the newspapers, the Jackson Chamber of Commerce, and the State 
Library Commission. The large attendance evidenced an awareness of 
the work of the Association and an interest in library development in 
the state. 


At eight o'clock, the evening of October 19th, a joint meeting of 
all committees was held in the Green Room. General promotional plans 
for library development in Mississippi were discussed. Each committee 
gave a brief summary of its work and plans. 


Two general sessions were held in the Silver Room, October 20th. 
The president, Miss Eleanor Harkins, presided at the opening meeting. 
Greetings to the assembly and a brief resume of activities prefaced the 
program. The feature of the morning program was an informal address 
by Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of Libraries, University of Alabama. 
Dr. Hoole was introduced by Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian of Hinds 
Junior College and Vice-president of the Association. His address was 
developed around three ideas: (1) The function of the Public Library— 
that is, who uses it and why?; (2) How do, Mississippi libraries compare 
in number, population served, appropriations for books and salaries, 
etc., based on national standards?; and, (3) How can Mississippi’s library 
service be improved? 


Under the third idea, Dr. Hoole indicated several ways in which 
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Mississippi library service could be improved. (1) That librarians need 
to give more thought to life in the community, to look outside their 
library walls; (2) To formulate plans for improving service—that is, 
to develop a philosophy by building on our present opportunities and 
responsibilities; (3) To examine ourselves to see whether the library 
is worth what it costs; (4) To improve the training of librarians by re- 
vising out-of-date library school methods and techniques; (5) To attract 
more and better people into the profession; and (6) To coordinate our 
efforts with those of other social agencies in an attempt to play a more 
significant role in our democratic society. The final challenge to 
librarians was to make the place of the library in the community of 
vital importance, changing the library from a sanctioned institution to 
a basic institution. 

The business of the Association was transacted at the second por- 
tion of the morning meeting. Reports were heard from all officers, all 
standing committees and the two special committees. Two resolutions 
were passed, one endorsing the work of the Commission under the very 
capable direction of Miss Pearl Sneed; and the other favoring the Asso- 
ciation’s sponsoring activities in behalf of State Aid for Mississippi 
libraries and increased appropriation for the Commission. 

Two important motions were carried regarding a change in the MLA 
constitution and by-laws. One was relative to changing the term of 
electing officers to two years. The other concerned the voting require- 


ments for a change in the constitution. These proposed amendments will 
be voted on at the next annual meeting of the Association. 


The same officers were re-elected for another year. The standing 
committees were re-appointed. Th suggestion was made that future 
committees function one year with each in-coming president. This would 
insure the new president an organized group and help her to continue 
the plans of the Association. 


Mrs. Thomas L. Bailey presided at the afternoon general session 
which was devoted to a panel discussion of the theme “The library and 
the community.’’ The following panel members were presented to the 
assembly. Miss Pearl Sneed, Librarian of the Jackson Public Library, 
leader of the discussion; Dr. Tullye Borden Lindsey, Department of 
Adult Education, State College, Miss Emma Lindsay, Home Demonstra- 
tion Extension Service, Jackson; Mrs. D. R. Jenkins, President, Mississippi 
Congress of Parents and Teachers; Mr. Kirby Walker, Superintendent 
of City Schools, Jackson; and Dr. Stanley Hoole, representing the library 
group. The lively discussion was most stimulating. 


Following adjournment, the Association was entertained at a tea 
by Mrs. Bailey at the Executive Mansion. 


ELEANOR HARKINS, President 
Mississippi Library Association 
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MEETING OF LIBRARY SECTION, MISSISSIPPI EDUCATION 
ASSOCIATION 


SARA HUNT BASKERVILLE, Field Librarian 
Jackson Elementary Schools, Chairman 


The library section of the Mississippi Education Association will 
meet in the Green Memorial Library of the Central High School, Jack- 
son at 10:00 o’clock A. M., March 23, 1945. An interesting program 
is being planned around the theme: Book Selection in High School. 
All school librarians are urged to be present. 





FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 


The University of Chicago is offering fellowships and scholarships 
for the 1945-46 academic year. Three fellowships of $1,000 each are 
offered for advanced study leading to the M.A. and PH.D. degrees. Two 
full-tuition ($300) and two half-tuition ($150) scholarships are offered 
for professional study leading to the Bachelor of Library Science degree. 


Applicants for fellowships and scholarships should write to the Graduate 


Library School, The University of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois. Fellow- 
ship applications must be in the hands of the Dean of the Graduate Library 
School by March 10, 1945, and scholarship applications by June 1, 1945. 


(Mississippians wishing to take advantage of this offer are advised to 
communicate with the above as soon as possible. ) 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION COUNCIL MEETING 


The American Library Association Council has planned a meeting 
of state library leaders to be held in Chicago January 19-20 for the 
purpose of launching a campaign to raise funds for the following ob- 
jectives: 


1. To maintain a representative of library interests in Washington 
under the direction of the American Library Association. 


An immediate service of this representative will be to make proper 
connections with the Surplus Property Administration and with Congress 
so that books and equipment now in camp libraries may be made available 
to school, college and public libraries when the camps are demobilized. 
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Another purpose of the representative will be to promote federal rela- 
tions benefitting libraries, including federal aid as of major importance. 


2. To enable the American Library Association to carry on a na- 
tional public relations program supporting the above objectives. 


After consultation with the President of the Mississippi Library 
Association and with members of the State Library Commission it has 
been decided that our state should take part in this important con- 
ference. The Secretary of the Library Commission will represent the 
state at the meeting and if, after ALA plans are made we decide to 
take part in the campaign special notice will be sent to each librarian 
and trustee in the state. 





STATE NEWS 


Appointments: 


Miss Pearl Sneed as head librarian of the Jackson Public Library, 
formerly Secretary of the State Library Commission. 


Miss Bethany Swearingen as Assistant and Reference Librarian at 
the Jackson Public Library, formerly Hinds County Librarian. 


Mrs. Ada Paige Corban as cataloger, Jackson Public Library, for- 
merly associated with the state WPA Library Program. 


Miss Annie Bess Roberts as librarian at the Meridian Air Base, for- 
merly librarian of Clarksdale High School. 


Mrs. Lucile Ehlers Kinnard has returned to the Central High School 
library, Jackson. 


Miss De Lacy McMurry as Hinds County Librarian. Miss McMurry 
is a graduate of Millsaps College and of Louisiana State University 
Library School. She has had several years’ experience as librarian at 
the Byram High School, Hinds County, and at the Kentwood Louisiana 
High School. 
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